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Controversial mascots are slowly being removed from high schools, colleges, and professional sports 
teams. In 2005, the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) began a movement to eradicate 
adverse and offensive racial/ethnic/national origin mascots and team names. The removal has not been 
an easy process, nor is it one that is accepted by all. Fourteen years ago, The University of Mississippi 
removed Colonel Rebel as their mascot, and just recently named their second mascot after the Colonel 
Rebel’s removal. This poster presentation will cover the history of Colonel Rebel, the removal of 
Confederate iconography, and the continual fight against preserving tradition and recognizing racism. 
 


